
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Reeds Weybridge RFC: Minis Newsletter  September 2014 

Welcome to the 2014/5 
season at Reeds 
Weybridge RFC 
 
Minis: September 2014 

 
Dear Players, Parents & Friends 

 

 

A warm welcome back to rugby at Reeds 
Weybridge RFC to all our returning players, parents 
and friends, and an especially warm welcome to all 
of the new faces at Reeds Weybridge this season.  
For the new joiners I am confident that you will find 
Reeds Weybridge a friendly and happy place to 
spend your Sunday mornings for the next 8 months!   
 
Over the Summer there has been quite a bit of 
activity at the Club.  A few noteworthy 
improvements to, and investment in, the Club are 
as follows: 
 
1. We have re-seeded, fertilised and watered the 

pitches to ensure that they recovered from the 
extensive wear and tear of last season.  This 
has been a considerable investment by the 
Club and the fields are looking in fabulous 
condition for the season ahead! 
 

2. Through a combination of a considerable RFU 
grant, as well as generous donations from 
parents and friends of the Club, we now have 
floodlight facilities on both the Lower Worth and 
the 2

nd
 XV pitch, and the upgrade in the quality 

of the lighting is considerable.  My thanks to 
those donors that made this investment in our 
facilities possible. 

 
3. In October, we will take delivery of a new 

scrumming machine that is specifically suited 
to Mini and the younger Youth age groups.  
The cost of this machine was made possible 
from the funds raised at the Extravaganza 
event at the end of last season as well as from 
some of the net gain made from the Quiz night 
last season – many thanks to those that 
supported either of these events. 

 
4. Our piecemeal upgrade of the kitchen facilities 

continues as and when funds are available, 
and all of the kitchen units have been replaced 
in the Summer, making it a safer place in which 
to provide this service. 

 
5. We finalised a new 21 year lease for the 

Whitleley Village grounds. 
 
More coaches went on the “UKCC Level 1” 
qualification course over the Summer in order to 
ensure that we are able to provide a coaching 

experience for our players that is relevant and 
appropriate.  We have more than 30 coaches within 
Minis that are qualified at this level and this is one 
of the highest qualification rates in Surrey.  My 
thanks to those parents that gave up 3 days of their 
time to better their coaching skills.  We will also be 
making use of professional coaches to support the 
u11 and u12 age groups this season.  The Club is 
committed to “coaching excellence” and ensuring 
that our players develop in fun and safe 
environment with appropriately qualified coaches. 
 
We are in the process of receiving RFU 
accreditation for the Club, which has been another 
“off-season” activity over the Summer months.  I 
hope to confirm this accreditation within the next 
few weeks. 
 
Further in this note you will see the current DRAFT 
schedule for the 2014/5 season, as well as the 
contact numbers for those parents that make up the 
Minis Committee.  This Club is run by volunteers, 
and we do need more volunteers – fund raising 
activities, help with age groups, etc etc.  Please do 
get in touch with me or anyone on the Committee if 
you are able to help out – this Club is only active 
because of the volunteer support that it receives 
and more people are required on various 
Committees.  There is nothing stopping anyone at 
the Club from getting involved – all you need to do 
is put your hand up!  “Ask not what your Club can 
do for you; rather ask what YOU can do for YOUR 
Club.” 
 
Thank you to all of those that contribute their time to 
the Club on a volunteer basis.  My thanks also to 
our age group sponsors – Aston Mead, Tkei 
Homes, Snappy Snaps, Old Mutual Wealth and 
Skandia – as well as to our Festival sponsor, Lexus, 
for your ongoing support.  This Club would not exist 
without individuals providing of their time and the 
sponsorship support that it receives – thank you. 
 
I look forward to another exciting and rewarding 
season with you all at Reeds Weybridge RFC this 
year! 
 
 
Mark Satchel 
Minis Chair 
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The Classifieds: dates, messages and thanks 
Sunday, 21 September from 

11:00 
Training will be followed by the annual 
start of season “Fun Day”.  Bouncy 
castles, bbq, etc. 

Friday, 3 October from 19:30 
Chairman’s Welcome for all new 
parents and u5, u6 and u7 parents at 
the Clubhouse.  The Bar will be open, 
with nibbles and snacks provided. 

New members 
Please continue to recruit new players 
for the Minis from your local 
connections at Schools, friends, 
Beavers, etc.  New members are 
always welcome! 

Thanks to Matt Benyon… 
…for the kind donation of more 
comfortable chairs for the Clubhouse.  
They were greatly appreciated at the 
Coach’s Dinner at the end of last 
season and will be put to good use this 
season again. 

All parents and players 
Please keep our grounds tidy by 
disposing of polystyrene cups, sweet 
wrappers, drinks bottles, etc in the bins 
provided at the Clubhouse.  The 
coaches volunteer for many things, but 
rubbish collection after training should 
not be one of them! 

Thanks to Katie Tyndale… 
…for her continued support of the Club 
through organising the Extravaganza 
event, the Christmas Fayre, the 
Bouncy Castles for the Fun Day to 
mention but a few! 

Wanted: Kit Manager 
We need a Manager for the Kit Shop, 
which Heather Smith has undertaken 
for a number of seasons (thanks, 
Heather!).  Heather is relocating to true 
Rugby Country in the first half of this 
season, and we desperately need 
someone to take over the 
management of Kit supplies.  Please 
contact Mark Satchel if you would like 
to find out more. 

Thanks to Gareth Rees and 
John Lane… 

…for the fine volunteer job that they 
both did over many years as Fixture 
Secretary and Treasurer respectively 
for the Minis…you both made a real 
difference to the running of the Section 
and for supporting the ongoing 
development of our players.  Thank 
you to Ed Kite and Simon Carr for 
volunteering to take on these roles for 
this season. 

A special thanks from all our 
young Players to Gay Roberts 
and the Sweet Shop Mums… 

…for providing the treats that we look 
forward to at the end of training each 
Sunday! 
 

Thank you to Emma Borland the 
Registration Desk Mums… 

…for braving the elements week in, 
week out to register the Players for 
training each week. 

Dog owners 
Please keep your dogs on leads at 
ALL times when at the grounds and 
please keep them off ALL playing 
areas – this includes before and after 
training. 

 

Michelle O’Malley… 
…continues to organise the festivals 
that we host and has our thanks.  
Please can all parents continue to 
support the Reeds festivals in 
volunteer roles on the day – it makes a 
real difference and we have one of the 
best organised events in the County! 

Thanks to Snappy Snaps for 
renewing their sponsorship of the 
u10s for this season, and to all our 
other age group sponsors for their 
continued support: Aston Mead, 

Tkei Homes, Skandia and Old 
Mutual Wealth. 

Change to Festival format for this season 
In conjunction with our friends at Cobham and Chobham RFC, we will be changing the format of the festivals this season to 
be organised by age group, rather than the traditional A, B, C streamed format.  For the older age groups participating in 
contact, they will continue to be streamed within the age group, with the intention being that the whole age group will attend 
the fixture together.  This will be more inclusive for each age group and will facilitate a better development programme for 
each age group as most of the time everyone will either be training, or at a festival, so our training should be better aligned.  
This also means that we expect and need ALL parents with players participating in a festival that we host to volunteer for 
one of the duties required on the day.  Please support us in supporting your child’s rugby development. 

A final thanks to everyone else that contributes to making OUR Club what it is: 
Coaches, Parents, Players, all other Volunteers and the Minis Committee 

 

News from elsewhere in the Club: U16s tour to South Africa 
 

Having achieved the £49,000 fundraising target in order to ensure that all players that wanted to could afford 
to go on Tour, 40 U16 players, accompanied by coaches, parents and supporters - 73 tourists in all - headed 
off in August to a Proper Rugby Playing Country.  They spent 10 days in Cape Town and had an amazing 
adventure with 3 fixtures (6 matches) lined up against local schools (Presidents, Drosdty and Paulus 
Joubert).  The highlights of the tour are too many to mention them all, but these were some of the high points: 
1. Both squads had 3 games each across a broad spectrum of society - from playing in the heart of a 

township to playing under lights in a stadium with over 500 spectators.  Both squads recorded a victory 
a-piece and played some outstanding rugby.  They came away with a real appreciation of how important 
rugby is to our former colony, and why it is so special to beat them at a national level! 

2. They spent a morning at the Baphumelele Children’s Home in Khayelitsha, one of Cape Town’s most 
deprived townships, and handed over a cheque for £3,000 and 2 years supply of Weetabix that parents 
and players had fundraised prior to the tour departing.  Visiting an orphanage in any area is an eye-
opening experience, and for boys brought up in Surrey to see how the Home does so much with so little, 
is a truly eye-opening and moving experience.  It is a reminder to be grateful for what we have! 

3. They visited Robben Island and saw the cell where Nelson Mandela spent most of his 27 years when 
imprisoned. 

4. The boys spent wo nights billeting with host families in Worcester, an Afrikaans-speaking farming 
community, about 2 hours outside of Cape Town beyond the Boerewors curtain. 

5. They saw the Big 5 in the Aquila Game Reserve in the Western Cape, and zip-lined through trees in the 
Skurweberg Mountains near Ceres. 

6. They trained in Stellenbosch using the Springbok’s training facilities, assisted by SARU coaches. 
7. They made new friends through Rugby, experienced another culture, and developed an enhanced 

appreciation for what we have. 
With thanks to Simon Wallis for his energy in organising the tour, and to Old Mutual for its sponsorship. 
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Reeds Weybridge RFC 
Draft (NB: provisional and subject to change!!!)  

Minis schedule for 2014/5 season 
 

 U7 U8 U9 U10 U11 U12 

7 Sep Training at Reeds Weybridge 

14 Sep Training at Reeds Weybridge 

21 Sep Training at Reeds Weybridge followed by FUN DAY 

28 Sep Training at Reeds Weybridge 

5 Oct Chobham Reeds Chobham Reeds Cobham Cobham 

12 Oct Training at Reeds Weybridge 

19 Oct Reeds Cobham Reeds Cobham Chobham Chobham 

26 Oct Training at Reeds Weybridge 

2 Nov Training at Reeds Weybridge 

9 Nov Training at Reeds Weybridge 

16 Nov Guildford/Farnham festival (age group venue tbd) 

23 Nov Lexus Lexus Training Lexus Training Training 

30 Nov Fixture tbc 

7 Dec Training at Reeds Weybridge 

14 Dec Training at Reeds Weybridge 

21 Dec Training at Reeds Weybridge 

28 Dec Christmas Break: no training 

4 Jan New Year Break: no training 

11 Jan Training at Reeds Weybridge 

18 Jan Training at Reeds Weybridge 

25 Jan Fixture tbc 

1 Feb Training at Reeds Weybridge 

8 Feb Training at Reeds Weybridge 

15 Feb Sutton & Epsom Development festival (training for all others) 

22 Feb Training at Reeds Weybridge 

1 Mar Cobham Chobham Cobham Chobham Reeds Reeds 

8 Mar Training at Reeds Weybridge 

15 Mar Fixture tbc 

22 Mar Training at Reeds Weybridge 

29 Mar Guildford/Camberley festival (age group venue tbd) 

5 Apr Easter Break: no training 

12 Apr Surreys (teams/ age groups tbc) 

19 Apr Surreys (teams/ age groups tbc) 

26 Apr Surreys (teams/ age groups tbc) 

 
On those weekends where the Club is hosting a festival (5 October 2014, 19 October 2014 and 1 March 2015, 

there will be NO TRAINING for the u5 and u6 age groups. 
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Reeds Weybridge Minis Committee 2014/15 
 
Minis Chair & Child Welfare Officer: 
Mark Satchel 
07884116845 
 

U12s: 
Tim Schofield 
07557914551 
 

U8s:  
Andrew Roberts 
07785556616 
 

Minis membership: 
Emma Borland 
07899991922 
 

U11s: 
Tom Sheridan 
07956286505 
 

U7s:  
Phil Bradley 
07876567409 
 

Minis fixtures: 
Simon Carr 
07752698079 
 

U10s:  
Gavin Honour  
07876652928 
 

U6s: 
Huw Wigley 
07769325333 
 

Treasurer: 
Ed Kite 
07592473102 
 

U9s:  
Andy Challis 
07881944264 
 

U5s: 
Simon Rider  
07715201371 

Coach liaison: 
Iain Janssens 
07979807438 

Kit manager: 
Heather Smith 
07736893883 

Festival manager: 
Michelle O’Malley 
07912622722 

   

Reeds Weybridge RFCs approach to coaching encompass the “Five C’s”: 

COMPETENCE      CONFIDENCE    CONNECTION 
CREATIVITY      CHARACTER 

 

 

PLAYERS' CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

 Play to enjoy rugby - always try your best to improve your skills and play to the best of your ability. 

 Never argue with referees or coaches. 

 Rugby is a team sport - do your best for your team mates. 

 Comply with the training requirements and respond in a positive manner to constructive criticism. 

 Abide by the spirit as well as the letter of the laws of Rugby. 

 Accept victory and defeat with grace and dignity. 

 Be committed to your age group - attend all training and matches. 

 Co-operate with the coaches. 

 Be a good sport.  Applaud all good play whether by your team or that of your opponent. 
 

COACHES' CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

 Positively reinforce the actions of players. 

 Lead by example. 

 Be honest with yourself and players. 

 Create an enjoyable environment in which to play the game. 

 Develop team respect for Referees. 

 Give all players the opportunity to participate in the game. 

 Insist on fair play and discipline. 

 Be reasonable on the demand on players' time, energy, and enthusiasm. 

 Encourage sportsmanship. 
 

SPECTATORS' AND PARENTS’ CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
 Applaud good play by both teams. 
 Be positive with the referee and acknowledge his/her efforts.  Do not question the referee's decisions. 
 Recognise the value and importance of volunteer coaches. 
 Let players play their game, not your game.  Remember that they play rugby for their own fun. 
 Do not force an unwilling child to participate in rugby. 
 Praise efforts, not results.  Never ridicule or scold a player for making a mistake in the game. 
 Set an example for the players. 
 Instill an understanding and enjoyment of being part of a team. 

 

 

Visit www.reedsweybridgerfc.co.uk for more on the Club and www.justgiving.com/reedsweybridgerfc/ to 

make a donation to the Club – we need funds to continue the development of Players and facilities 

http://www.reedsweybridgerfc.co.uk/
http://www.justgiving.com/reedsweybridgerfc/

