
….the family friendly rugby club. 

2015 Christmas Newsletter 

Dear Club Supporter / Player, 

Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter which provides an overview of activity across the Club since 
the start of the season.  

It’s quite a lengthy newsletter but then that is testimony to all the great things that have been going 
on across the Club so do feel free to dip in and out of it as you see fit. Please do however note the 
‘’dates for your diary’’ section below. 

Seniors 

The start of this season heralded a further step forwards for the Seniors with the Club fielding 2 
competitive senior sides (1st XV, 2nd XV) alongside a strong U21 set up whilst also brokering a new 
sponsorship deal for this season and next with Winkworth, a local property sales and letting agency.  

The playing results to date have been tremendous (see highlights below) and are a testament to the 
hard work of the players involved plus work over previous seasons to create a strong ‘player 
pipeline’ that has kept these teams fed with the talent required to enjoy sustained levels of playing 
success. The Club also enjoys the support of a number of experienced coaches who have helped 
each playing side develop and refine an expansive ‘all court’ playing style and this coupled with 
strong off field support on the non-playing front has really begun to pay dividends.  Indeed the 
Senior section is now beginning to draw interest and new players of all standards from other Clubs 
who are attracted by our set up.  

Highlights include: 

1st XV: Winners Egham pre-season 15 a side tournament, 1st in Surrey 3 (played 9, won 9 including a 
recent thumping 48 -19 win against our closest league rivals who themselves were unbeaten this 
season until that point) and on track to secure promotion to Surrey 2, through to last 16 of the RFU 
Junior Vase in London & the South East Division. Undefeated so far this season in all competitions 
and the only side in Surrey with a 100% playing record. Not bad! 

 



2nd XV: 2nd in Surrey Conference 2 (played 8, won 5) and on track to secure promotion to Conference 
1, all of which is testimony to our ability to field a competitive 2nd team come what may . Another 
big step forward for us – so a big ‘’well done’’ to all those players involved.  

 

 

U21’s: Currently 1st in their Group and on track to reach the semi-finals of the top tier ‘Cup’ 
competition following two games in September which included a hard fought victory against Old 
Reigatians winning 18-16 and a chance for some younger players to run out against Sutton & Epsom 
with a resounding victory 53-10, with games scheduled vs Esher (A) on 20th Dec and Dorking (H) on 
3rd Jan. With our rugby pathway producing plenty of talent we continue to keep young players who 
are not around during term time engaged with the club we are the envy of many more senior clubs 
in Surrey. Under new captain Will Ambidge we look forward to another successful campaign as we 
run up to the knock out stage of the competition at Easter.  

 

Youth 

The Youth section at Reeds has had a mixed start to the season enjoying success across the younger 

age groups and facing some challenges amongst the older boys.  It must be something to do with 

hormones! 

The Under 13’s have made a blistering start to their Youth Rugby and stepped up to the 15 a side 

game really well under the guidance of a well-established and very experienced coaching team.     

Their pre-season fitness training has paid dividends enabling the team to maintain their performance 

throughout entire matches.  This coupled with a strong recruitment drive to recruit 8 new players 

has led to the 13’s fielding a strong A team in the premier division and a B team in League 4. 



The Squad has played a number of league games and friendlies and continues to develop the free 

flowing, attacking rugby that is the hallmark of the club. 

The highlight of the season has to have been representation of Reeds Weybridge at the RWC when 

Callum Schofield took to the pitch in his Reeds socks as the mascot for the South Africa team! 

 

The Under 14’s continue to develop well and have enjoyed an unbeaten start to their challenge for 

League One honours.  All of the players in the squad are getting plenty of match time and the high 

numbers attending the mid-week training are testament to their approach and the Fun First 

philosophy of the section. 

The Under 15’s continue to go from strength to with the A’s winning their opening match in Division 

One and the B’s winning both of their games so far in Division 4.  Guided by a strong coaching team 

the Under 15’s have maintained strong squad numbers and continue to develop the Reeds style 

throughout the squad. 

Sadly the lack of numbers at Under 16 has led to the withdrawal of the team from the Surrey 

Leagues, however those boys that are available have joined with the colts and are taking a full part 

in the colts section which has started the season well.  The older age groups (Under 16-18) 

traditionally suffer loss of players due to the pressures of School Rugby and exams and this season is 

no different.  However the numbers remain high enough to continue fielding a side in Surrey 1 and 

some of the Under 18s have already made their senior debut turning out for the 2s on a few 

occasions and even getting on the score sheet! 

Overall, the youth section is doing well and under the guidance of some very well organised 

coaching teams continues to develop the Reeds Style – fast paced, creative, flowing rugby.  The 

future is looking bright and the Youth section will continue to contribute players to the Player 

Pathway boosting squad numbers at senior club levels. 

 

 



Other Club News: 

The Oval Ball – 12th September 2015 

Over 300 guests had a great evening at the Reeds Weybridge Oval Ball Dinner / Dance on Saturday 

September 12th. The event was held in a huge marquee erected in the club grounds stunningly 

decorated with a World Cup Rugby theme. All sections of the Club were there in strength, including 

the Youth section on duty as waiters throughout the evening. Veteran club member George Spinks, 

MC for the evening, introduced the first fund raising event hosted by Jonathan Bower and Jeremy 

Isaacs. It was the traditional ‘Heads and Tails’, but with a difference, winners weren’t decided on the 

toss of a coin, the participants had to answer a series of Rugby World Cup questions and it was Paul 

Van Gorkum who finally walked off with a  huge bottle of Tattinger champagne. 

Club President Simon Wallis set the tone for the evening with his inspirational speech outlining the 

plans for the future of the club then took over the auctioneer’s role for a selection of prizes ranging 

from an exotic holiday in St Lucia to a round of Golf at St Georges. 

The high point of the evening was the arrival of Tenors Unlimited, led by Old Reedonian Jeremy 

Sharples, these three exceptionally talented singers have entertained all over the world. They had 

the diners on their feet joining in with some of the popular Italian operatic numbers and concluding 

with the English rugby anthem Swing Low.  

As the Tenors exited stage left, the disco opened up and the dancing took over until very late, a 

memorable evening for all. Many people were at the heart of making the evening such a great event 

including: 

Simon (main coordinator) & Fran Wallis 

Leilah Sheridan 

Kim Ricks 

Candida Brook 

Tracey McAthur 

Nigel Beckett (and team) from Ginger and Spice who provided the catering   

George Peters & Chris Cowap (and team) who ran the Bar 

Ed Peters 

Sarah Matthews, who helped set up marquee 

Adrian Ricks (wine run to France with Simon Wallis) 

David Edwards.....consultant 

Undercover Events....Roy Strickland & team who kindly provided the marquee 

I hope I have not missed anyway – if so please accept my apologies. On behalf of the Club a massive 

thank you to all of you for your great efforts! 

 

 



The Reeds Supporters (Presidents Lunch) Lunch – 5h December 2015 

The Club hosted a festival of rugby on Saturday the 5th December with 5 teams playing at the Club 
(Club 1st & 2nd XV, and Reeds School 1st, 2nd, & 3rd XV’s). This was preceded by a delicious 3 course 
lunch at the Club house which was attended by around 60 people including past players and 
supporters, sponsors, and Reeds school representatives and parents including the Reeds School 
Headmaster. It was a fantastic occasion and something the Club will continue to support so please 
watch out for announcements concerning the next dinner date! 

Dates for Your Diary (including up and coming fixtures) 

U21’s:  Final 2 pool games are on 20th December vs Esher (away) & 3rd January vs Dorking (home) 

– watch out for more information re kick off times (provisionally 2pm). Why not come done and 

support the Club over the festive period! 

RFU Junior Vase (last 16 in Division): Fordingbridge Away 6 February 2016, kick off TBC. The Club 
will hire a coach for the day, likely to be leaving Reeds Club 9.30 - 10am, leaving around 7pm. 
Anyone interested please contact Mark Sukiennik( mark.sukiennik@sky.com). 

And finally …… 

Thank you to everyone for your support this season - whether that be on or off the pitch - it really 
does make a difference and we appreciate it greatly.  Do have a safe, prosperous, and enjoyable 
Xmas and New Year!  

Lastly, if you are thinking of moving or letting your property why not indirectly support the Club by 
contacting our sponsor? 

 

  


