
Please support the Minis Christmas
Toy & foodbank appeals (drop off

at the club)
17.12 mulled wine and mince pies at

the club
22.12  7pmU22s vs. Sutton & Epsom

Jan 26 Waterfall Cup starts
28 March 26 ladies’ lunch

Watch this space for the relaunch of
the 500 Club!

October 11  saw 234 Reeds family and
friends gather at Sandown for the return of

the Reeds Ball. Just under £20,000 was
raised for the club through the auction,

raffle and ticket sales - a great start to the
fundraising efforts!
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Hi everyone, welcome to our first club-wide newsletter!

The club has had a busy start to the 2025/26 season. The Minis, Youth & Rebels sections have been training
hard, having fun & reaping the rewards on & off the field. After their remarkable achievements over many years,
our Senior section is enduring a tough start to the season but I know that everyone involved is determined to
turn things around as we head into January.

The Reeds Ball was a fantastic success &, again, I would like to thank everyone involved in the organising
committee. As I said at the Ball, we are extremely grateful to everyone that gives up their time for Reeds. We are
also hugely appreciative of all our sponsors. Thank you for your ongoing commitment & support!

At the club AGM, I presented the Board’s six strategic priorities all of which centre around investing in our
future. The feedback from the subsequent club survey was hugely valuable & I was delighted to hear that people
want to spend more time socialising in our clubhouse. We are determined to improve the clubhouse experience
for everyone that comes to Reeds so watch this space!

I hope you all enjoy reading our newsletter. Future editions will be packed full of insightful content about our
great club including spotlights on sections, age groups & passionate individuals that contribute so much to
Reeds on & off the pitch. If you have any ideas of what you would like us to include, please contact Annabel
Bosman.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone in the Reeds community a fantastic Christmas & a
brilliant 2026!

A very proud President!

GARETH REES



We’re used to seeing Head
Coach Nigel Connell

pitchside but we took the
chance to quiz him on his
time with and away from

Reeds
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Congratulations to our selected players!
Surrey u16s (girls)

Lara Bosman
Purdy Marlow
Ava Roberts

Quins Academy (U15s)
Eden
Max
Giles
U18s

Sam Smith
Ealing Trailfinders

Harry Burns
Alfie Thomas

Survey results are in!
Thanks to the many of you who took
the time to respond to our first ever
survey. Perhaps no surprise that you
value the coaching and welcoming

environment but see urgent need for
clubhouse, bar, coffee, and

communication improvements. There’s
strong interest in more social/family
events and better facilities to match

other local clubs. We are working on an
action plan and priority list so watch
this space but if you have talent in a

particular area and are happy to help,
please let us know - all handy men/

women welcome! 

How long have you been with
Reeds?

A long time! From memory I first
brought my 2 boys to Reeds around
2001/02, began coaching age grade
in 2003, moved on to Colts and
U21, and then the Seniors around
2011/12.

What has been the highlight of your
time here?
So many highlights….touring is right
up there, South Africa, Canada and
regular trips to South Wales. It’s
also hard to ignore winning the
National Vase at Twickenham in
2019, such an amazing day, but
probably most important the run of
promotions that took us to Level 6,
a level we continue to play at today.

How do you spend your time when
you’re not pitchside?
All things rugby, and in recent years
fly-fishing play a big part, away
from Reeds, I am involved with a
couple of Charity and Invitational
7’s. Fortunately my wife Karen is a
big rugby fan too!

“Forwards win games, Backs decide
by how many!”

Page 2

Who works hardest: backs or forwards?
I need to careful here, lets me just use the
famous quote: Forwards win games,
Backs decide by how many! 😊

What is your favourite part of coaching
this team?
I do less hands-on coaching now, the
coaching led by Luke Edwards and Jonny
Rogers, but when I did, and even in my
current DoR role, it is seeing players
develop both on and off the field. We aim
to make individuals better players, but
Rugby is also unique in the way it can
develop you as a person, the confidence
and social skills it brings.

We’re at the halfway stage: how would
you sum up the season so far?
We’re probably disappointed with our
current position in the league, however it
was always going to be a season where
we looked grow and refresh the squad.
Many of the players that brought us
success over the years cannot commit
like they used to, and so it’s now the turn
of others. I am also confident we will
come good, we just need to stay tight as a
group.

The U16 Cluster girls representing
Surrey v. Hampshire
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Minis - Dan Spalding
It’s been a busy first half of the season for the Minis. The
U5s started the season without a Lead but Dicky (now with
the U6s) & Matt have done a great job in running this
important entry level group. Thanks to all the club
volunteers (young and old!) who have helped them out,
with the result that they’re now pretty settled with 20 +
regulars, allowing the U6s to prepare for tag competitions
next year!

The U7s have loved their first taste of festivals (growing
from 2 to 4 teams!) and even hosted their first home
festival in early December! (Well done to Andy & the team)
The U8s are also going great guns (up to 4 regular teams)
and have several new coaches.

The U9s have enjoyed their first season of ‘contact’, with
the girls & boys getting stronger in the tackle every week.
The U10s is a step up again, with rucks & competition for
the ball making it feel like proper rugby!

Down on the scout pitch, U11s have been making the most
of their last season in the Minis with a surge in new players
and two players in the ruck/maul & kicking entering the
fray! The Minis are also looking forward to our Tour back to
Bognor in April - Tour theme coming soon! #UTR!! 🏉

The Rebels - Martin Davidson
In a season when the England Women brought home the
cup, we’ve seen continued growth of the section
supporting the club’s vision for a Woman’s section in the
years to come.

November saw our first Rebels takeover of the club with
our inaugural Rebels Revelry with matches from u9s
upwards to the Rebellion and a very lively clubhouse!

Our U12/U14/U16s, alongside our now established cluster
with London Irish and Weybridge Valkyries, are all looking
forward to challenging for honours in the upcoming Surrey
Cup. 

We’d like to offer a huge thanks to Blake Turner for their
continued support of the section and agreeing to renew for
another 3 seasons!

We’ve continued our longstanding partnership with Cleves
offering rugby to Y5s and Y6s and taster sessions in other
local schools and last but not least we were thrilled to
welcome the Women’s Rugby World Cup Trophy to the
home of girls rugby in Surrey inspiring the next generation!

The Rebellion ladies’ team goes from strength to strength
making an appearance at the Revelry against Dorking and
January will see them host their first festival with tourists
from Hove and Reigate amongst others.
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A standard muddy December
session!

A collection of Reedonians and
friends get up close and personal
with the Women’s World Cup trophy
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Youth by Andrew Roberts
The Youth section has had a promising start this season, with all age
groups performing well. Teamwork, enjoyment, and friendships remain
central to the Reeds experience.
U12s
The U12s have made a fantastic start to Youth rugby, fielding two teams in
the Surrey Values Festival and beginning to arrange their own fixtures with
clubs both near and far. The squad is already looking ahead to the
Waterfall Cup in the New Year.
A major highlight was their November tour to Northern Ireland, where
they played and won challenging fixtures against Ballymoney and Rainey
RFC. Playing under Irish U12 rules gave the boys their first taste of
lineouts — an experience they embraced with enthusiasm.
Off the pitch, the age group continues to build a strong social bond, with
summer parties, Quins matches, pizza evenings and more helping to
create a squad that genuinely enjoys spending time together beyond the
rugby field.

Building on last year’s success, the U13s have had competitive matches
and notable wins over several clubs. Three new players joined, blending
well into the squad. The focus is on teamwork and ball movement, and
several players may be eligible for the Quins Academy next year.
U15s
The U15s have had a cracking season so far! Pre-season kicked off in style
with a Friday night showdown under the lights at Brighton RFC against
Brighton College – what a way to start. From that moment, the energy was
high, and the commitment even higher. Training every Wednesday
evening has paid off, with the squad making huge strides as a cohesive,
hard-working unit. Placed in Surrey League 1, it’s a tough test, but the
boys rose to it brilliantly. Week after week, players stepped up in skill and
confidence, proving that hard work really does pay off.
U16s
After some roster changes, the U16s had balanced results from closely
contested matches. the squad has decided not to enter the 2026 Cup.
Instead, the focus will be on 12 weeks of fun, fast, competitive friendlies to
round off their time in Youth Rugby, culminating in an early
end‑of‑season farewell mini‑tour. Bring it on, U16s.
Colts
The Colts have made an encouraging start to the season, with many of the
squad being U17 for the pre‑Christmas fixtures — a promising sign for the
remainder of this season and next. They finished 3rd in their Surrey
League with a record of Played 8, Won 4, Lost 4. The Harlequins Cup
beckons in the New Year.
Looking Ahead
The common thread across all teams: teamwork, friendship, and support.
After a festive break, action resumes with the Quins Cup, friendlies, and
tours.

Senior Squad - Nige Connell
This season was always going to be a rebuild exercise and
has probably proved more challenging that we imagined,
player availability a major factor, a run of long-term injuries
playing its part too. The knock-on effect is that we have
used over 40 different players in the first 11 games, a case
of P11 W3, the 2's directly impacted as a result and
struggling to get a side out some weekends. There are
though some positives, the new players we have recruited
being the main highlight, plus some younger players have
had their opportunity, completing the picture are the
senior players that have served us so well in seasons gone
by: the coaching has also been excellent led by Luke
Edwards (Head Coach) and Jonny Rogers.

Despite the tough start, the players remain tight as a group
and are intent on turning things round, as are everyone
associated with the Senior section. Lots to still play for
then, the priority in the new year to secure our position at
Level 6, have the 2's play more regularly, on top of which
we're hoping the U22's competition, games are at
Christmas and Easter, will allow us to identify players that
can bolster the squad.

Lastly, a shout out to Sophie and the physio team, and all
the volunteers and various committees that make Senior’s
rugby possible.
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GET INVOLVED

We’re always looking for
volunteers to help out.

Current opportunities in
Minis coaching as well as
fundraising and sponsorship
opportunities.

Contact Annabel Bosman,
annabel.bosman@gmail.com

Upcoming tours

President  
Chairman
Directors 

Simon Wallis 
Mark Rogers
Andrew Roberts 
Annabel Bosman
Ed Peters
Gareth Rees

Safeguarding  Caroline Matthews

Meet the team 

U16 Rebels TBD March 2026
Minis Bognor Regis April 2026
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